7o    BRITISH INSTITUTIONS OF TO-DAY
The answer is twofold. On the one hand they relied
upon general principles or maxims of law, derived
partly from the earlier Roman law (which they studied)
and partly from legal customs which they found already
widely in force as they travelled the country. On the
other hand they relied upon decisions already given,
claiming that if they were considered narrowly enough
they would always shed light upon a new problem,
quite apart from any reference to general principles.
Such is the origin of common law, which nowadays
consists of case law—the records of decided cases
upon which a judge bases any new decision not
precisely covered by statute law. But the name really
means "law (i.e. custom) common to all parts of the
country/' which may serve to remind us that the
judges once depended upon local assistance in all
their work.
Before the age of royal judges all cases, which were
not important enough to be brought before the King
in person, were decided locally, for the most part in
the County Court, but also in feudal courts held by
the Lord of the Manor. When the judges and assizes
were instituted the King (partly for the sake of
collecting fines) wished to make these royal courts the
more popular and efficient. Hence the use of two
instruments, which have had a great history. One was
a jury sworn to present criminal offences (i.e. produce
the offenders) before the royal judge. This is the origin
of the Grand Jury, containing the leading men of the
county, which until 1933 continued to examine the
cases to be brought at assizes and certify that there was
enough evidence to warrant a hearing. The other is
our most distinctive legal Institution, the Petty Jury.
In the reign of Henry II the petty jury were twelve

